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While pre-Columbian cultures were already working with platinum alloys, the 
European discovery began in the 18th century. Spanish naval officer and scientist 
Antonio de Ulloa first documented platinum in the 1730s during a scientific 
expedition to South America. He noted a mysterious white metal found in gold 
mines of what is now Colombia — a metal the local miners dismissed as a 
nuisance.

Ulloa brought samples back to Europe, and that’s when curiosity began to grow. 
Scientists were intrigued by this 'unmeltable' metal. Its high melting point and 
resistance to corrosion made it difficult to study but extremely promising.

In the late 1700s, Carl von Sickingen and Pierre-François Chabaneau made key 
advancements. Chabaneau, working in Spain, developed the first refining process 
that could produce malleable platinum by removing iron and other impurities. This 
was a major breakthrough — and it marked the beginning of platinum’s use in 
science, laboratory equipment, and even early medicine.

So, while platinum was difficult to work with, its rarity, chemical resistance, and 
purity were starting to earn it a place in high-value applications — different from 
gold, but just as respected.
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Why Silver Isnʼt on Our Noble Metal 
List.



10 tons of Ore = 1 oz Pt

1,700°C / 3,200°F.
Melting point

Pt Facts

Twice as dense as 
Titanium



Platinum in Medical 
Applications
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Platinum in Body Jewelry
Biocompatibility matters
ISO 10993



Platinum in Body Jewelry
Biocompatibility is Not Binary

Titanium 60ppm

Copper 50ppm

Titanium 200ppm

Copper 100ppm

Titanium 100ppm
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Platinum in Body Jewelry
Cumulative exposure

Metal Typical Purity % # of alloying 
elements

Nickel Risk Cumulative load

Steel 65 4+ Moderate / high High Potential

Gold (14k) 58.6 3 variable Medium - High

Platinum 950 95 1 Very Low Low
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Platinum in Body Jewelry
Sourcing and Ethics in Platinum Use



Platinum in Body Jewelry
Practical, Ethical, and Safe When Done Right



ASTM F2999

Not all Pt is 
created 
equal

Ideal alloys

If only says 
“Platinumˮ ask 
more questions

ISO 10993

Pt950Ir = 95% Pt 
5% Iridium

Pt950Ru = 95% Pt 
5% Ruthenium

Pt900Ir = 90% Pt 
10% Iridium



“Platinumˮ label can only be used on 95% Pt. 
any lower alloy needs to be specifiedUS vs EU

FTC Guidelines & 
Hallmarking

Federal trade 
commission

Hallmark is 
not required 
in the US.



The Future of Platinum in Body Jewelry
From Niche to Next-Gen?

From Aerospace to Body Jewelry: The Platinum Revolution



The Future of Platinum in Body Jewelry

Is Stuller Inovium PtRu 
the answer to castable 

grain?
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Platinum
patina

“I love how it feels like my 
piece evolved with me.ˮ



Platinum
patina

❌ Patina means damage – False
❌ It needs constant polishing – False
✅ Itʼs normal, safe, and reversible
✅ Some clients request it on purpose



It help us reposition gold — what once felt 
expensive now feels like the smart middle 
choice.

Creating 
the 
Conditions 
for Platinum 
to Thrive

How we use it at 
Lemonade Piercing

We offer 3 
price tier, 

same 
safety, 

different 
investment

Titanium
Gold

Platinum

We color 
coded our Pt 

displays
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